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Small Wooden Shoe Website - 313 Words
Jacob Zimmer is a theatre maker, process designer, facilitator and a dance dramaturge. 
Born in Cape Breton and growing up in Halifax, Jacob now lives in Toronto. 

Jacob is the director of Small Wooden Shoe, a company that engages with the world 
around us and its history in a curiously critical manner while maintaining the need to 
perform – to step up and to entertain. We create a spaces to reduce alienation while 
admitting difference. 

Jacob is a designer with Intervene Design and faculty member in Leadership at Banff 
Centre for the Arts and Creativity. 

Jacob also worked extensively in dance as a dramaturge with Dancemakers and the 
Centre for Creation in Toronto and in an on-going dramaturgical collaboration with 
choreographer Ame Henderson/Public Recordings as well as having been a co-director of 
HUB 14, a rehearsal and performance studio in Toronto. 

With Misha Glouberman, he organizes the UnConference on the Future(s) of Toronto 
Performance. He has facilitated unconference like events for Harbourfront Centre and 
LMDA as well as Small Wooden Shoe and Dancemakers. 

Jacob’s writing has been published in Canadian Theatre Review and C Magazine. 

He has lead composition and performance workshops in Halifax, Toronto and St John’s. 

As a featured speaker he gave the keynote address at Performance Creation Canada in 
Halifax (2008); spoke at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary (2010); Performance Creation 
Canada in Armstrong BC (2010); and has been an invited panelist for the Literary 
Managers and Dramaturges of the Americas, Canadian Stage, Canadian Dance 
Association, Society for Dance History Scholars and the Toronto Fringe Festival among 
others. 

Jacob studied at Simon Fraser University’s School for the Contemporary Arts and in 2004 
he was a technical intern with The Wooster Group and studied Viewpoints, Suzuki and 
Composition with Anne Bogart and the SITI Company in New York. Jacob received the 
2008 Ken McDougall Award for emerging directors. 

43 words
Jacob Zimmer is a director, writer, dramaturge and performer. Along with directing 
Small Wooden Shoe, Jacob also works as a dance dramaturge, does talks, consults and 
organizes and facilitates meetings that matter. Jacob studied at Simon Fraser University’s 
School for the Contemporary Arts. 
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52 Words
Jacob Zimmer is a director, facilitator, dramaturge and performer. He is the founding 
director of Small Wooden Shoe, a (mostly) theatre company and works in dance as a 
dramaturge. He also does talks, independent research and process design with Intervene 
Design. Jacob studied at Simon Fraser University’s School for the Contemporary Arts. 

110 Words
Jacob Zimmer looks for better questions, through theatre and other great conversations. 
Born in Cape Breton and raised in Halifax, Jacob now lives in Toronto. He’s been making 
idiosyncratic performances and podcasts as founding director of Small Wooden Shoe 
since 2001. Traveling to major festivals in Canada and Japan and . In contemporary 
dance, he’s collaborated as a dramaturge with Ame Henderson and Public Recordings, 
Michael Trent (Dancemakers) and others. 

He designs processes and facilitates for groups of 10 to 150 for Banff Centre for the Arts 
Leadership Development. Jacob has given talks at The Art Gallery of Ontario, 
Performance Creation Canada, the Glenbow Museum and at universities across the 
country. 

195 Words
Jacob Zimmer is a director, writer, dramaturge and performer who has shown work 
across the country. Born in Cape Breton and growing up in Halifax, he now lives in 
Toronto. Along with being the founding director of Small Wooden Shoe, Jacob worked in 
dance as a dramaturge with Dancemakers and in an on-going collaboration with 
choreographer Ame Henderson/Public Recordings. As a designer and facilitator, Jacob 
designs and facilitates gatherings and processes for diverse teams working on difficult 
problems. He’s given talks at Performance Creation Canada (Halifax 2008, Caravan 
Theatre 2010,) the Glenbow Museum (Calgary 2010) and at universities. He was the 
inaugural Toronto Fringe Research Chair looking into a “Populism we can stand behind." 
With Misha Glouberman, he organizes the UnConference on the Future(s) of Toronto 
Performance. Jacob studied theatre at Simon Fraser University’s School for the 
Contemporary Arts and spent years working with Public Dreams and other public 
spectacle companies walking on stilts, fire and giant puppets. He was an intern with The 
Wooster Group and studied Viewpoints, Suzuki and Composition with Anne Bogart and 
the SITI Company in New York. Jacob received the 2008 Ken McDougall Award for 
emerging directors. 
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250 Words
Jacob Zimmer is a director, writer, dramaturge and performer who has shown work 
across the country. Jacob studied theatre at Simon Fraser University’s School for the 
Contemporary Arts; interned with The Wooster Group and studied Viewpoints, Suzuki 
and Composition with Anne Bogart and the SITI Company. He has taught at Viewpoints 
and Composition with Small Wooden Shoe and Dancemakers for over 8 years, mixing in 
strategies from contemporary dance and workshops – including influential creation 
workshops with Jonathon Burrows in Vienna and Toronto. 

As the founding director of Small Wooden Shoe he has been independently producing 
and creating work through collaboration and improvisation for over 10 years. Highlights 
include Dedicated to the Revolutions (Buddies in Bad Times, High Performance Rodeo, 
Super Nova, Magnetic North Festival), Perhaps in a Hundred Years (Hub 14, 
Summerworks, OFFTA), Life of Galileo (for Tracy Wright, Convocation Hall), Upper 
Toronto (Toronto Public Library, PARC etc…) and Antigone Dead People (Toronto, Tokyo). 

Jacob worked in dance as a dramaturge with Dancemakers and Michael Trent (2008–14) 
and in an on-going collaboration with choreographer Ame Henderson/Public Recordings 
as well as consulting and coaching others. 

Currently, he designs and facilitates for the Lougheed Leadership Institute at the Banff 
Centre for the Arts where he co-creates and supports programs for groups of 10 to 150. 
Jacob has given talks at The Art Gallery of Ontario, Performance Creation Canada, the 
Glenbow Museum and at universities across the country. 

Jacob received the 2008 Ken McDougall Award for emerging directors. 
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292 Words
Jacob Zimmer makes idiosyncratic theatre, podcasts and designs processes for other 
people coming together for better questions. This often involves facilitating, coaching 
and serving as a dramaturge. Jacob founded Small Wooden Shoe Planning and 
Performance, a (mostly) theatre company that engages with the world while maintaining 
the imperative to perform – to step up and to entertain. For over ten years Small Wooden 
Shoe projects have proved that good ideas can be entertaining and that pleasure and 
critique require each other. These days he’s working on The Fun Palace Radio Variety 
Show, Summer Spectaculars and designing opportunities to have difficult conversations. 

Jacob leads performance workshops for actors, dancers, directors and choreographers as 
well as workshops with people in other professions. In 2014, Jacob joined the Lougheed 
Leadership at the Banff Centre as a designer and faculty – working on transformative 
experiences for cultural leadership and engaged practices. In 2016 he join Intervene 
Design as a lead service designer and facilitator. 

Jacob has helped groups focused on urban planning, leadership development, arts policy 
and transit issues. He has also been an invited panelist for the Canadian Public Arts 
Funders, Toronto Arts Council, the Literary Managers and Dramaturges of the Americas, 
Canadian Stage, Canadian Dance Assembly, Society for Dance History Scholars and the 
Toronto Fringe Festival among others. 

Jacob has been a featured speaker at Performance Creation Canada in Halifax, NS and 
Armstrong, BC and has presented at Simon Fraser University, University of Waterloo, 
Concordia University and at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. He writes online at 
smallwoodenshoe.org/blog and has published with The Canadian Theatre Review and C 
Magazine. 

Jacob holds a BFA (Theatre) from Simon Fraser University’s School for the Contemporary 
Arts and received the 2008 Ken McDougall Award for emerging directors. @jacobzimmer 
smallwoodenshoe.org 
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316 Words (Show titles)
Jacob Zimmer makes idiosyncratic theatre and podcasts and designs processes for better 
questions. Born in Cape Breton, raised in Halifax, Jacob now lives in Toronto. He’s the 
founding director of Small Wooden Shoe Planning and Performance, lead designer and 
facilitator for Intervene Design and a faculty member in Leadership Development at 
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity. He also collaborates with Public Recordings, 
Dancemakers, Secret Theatre and others. Jacob studied at Simon Fraser University’s 
School for the Contemporary Arts. 

As the founding director of Small Wooden Shoe he has been independently producing 
and creating work through collaboration and improvisation for over 10 years. Highlights 
include Dedicated to the Revolutions (Buddies in Bad Times, High Performance Rodeo, 
Super Nova, Magnetic North Festival), Perhaps in a Hundred Years (Hub 14, 
Summerworks, OFFTA), Life of Galileo (for Tracy Wright, Convocation Hall), Upper 
Toronto (Toronto Public Library, PARC etc…) and Antigone Dead People (Toronto, Tokyo). 

Jacob worked in dance as a dramaturge with Dancemakers and Michael Trent (2008–14) 
and in an on-going collaboration with choreographer Ame Henderson/Public Recordings 
as well as consulting and coaching others. 

Jacob has helped groups focused on urban planning, leadership development, arts policy 
and transit issues. He has also been an invited panelist for the Canadian Public Arts 
Funders, Toronto Arts Council, the Literary Managers and Dramaturges of the Americas, 
Canadian Stage, Canadian Dance Assembly, Society for Dance History Scholars and the 
Toronto Fringe Festival among others. 

Jacob has been a featured speaker at Performance Creation Canada in Halifax, NS and 
Armstrong, BC and has presented at Simon Fraser University, University of Waterloo, 
Concordia University and at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. He writes online at 
smallwoodenshoe.org/blog and has published with The Canadian Theatre Review and C 
Magazine. 

Jacob holds a BFA (Theatre) from Simon Fraser University’s School for the Contemporary 
Arts and received the 2008 Ken McDougall Award for emerging directors. 
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FIRST PERSON 310 Words
Born in Cape Breton and raised in Halifax, I now live in Toronto. 

I’m a curious generalist with a very specific focus: paying attention to how people come 
together and share ideas. This includes how people present with authenticity and 
connect with the people that matter to them. 

My background is as a theatre director, performer, teacher, speaker, facilitator and 
dramaturge and I’ve worked in Vancouver, Toronto, Halifax, Calgary, St John’s, Saint John 
and Montreal. 

I founded Small Wooden Shoe Planning and Performance, a (mostly) theatre company 
that engages with the world while maintaining the imperative to perform – to step up 
and to entertain. For over ten years members of Small Wooden Shoe have worked 
together to prove that good ideas are entertaining – and that work has been recognized 
across the country. 

I lead performance workshops for actors, dancers, directors and choreographers as well 
as workshops with people in other professions. 

As a facilitator with Intervene Design, Leadership Development at the Banff Centre, 
MASS LBP and others, I’ve helped groups focused on urban planning, leadership 
development, arts policy and transit issues. 

I’ve been an invited panelist for the Canadian Public Arts Funders, Toronto Arts Council, 
the Literary Managers and Dramaturges of the Americas, Canadian Stage, Canadian 
Dance Assembly, Society for Dance History Scholars and the Toronto Fringe Festival 
among others. 

As a volunteer with the AIDS Committee of Toronto, I completed core skill and 
facilitation training, facilitating 10 week peer-led support groups for people living with 
HIV. 

I’ve been a featured speaker at Performance Creation Canada in Halifax, NS and 
Armstrong, BC and has presented at Simon Fraser University, University of Waterloo, 
Concordia University and at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. 

I write online at Minor Expletives & Better Questions and have published with The 
Canadian Theatre Review and C Magazine. 
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Small Wooden Shoe Description:
Founded in 2001 by Jacob Zimmer in Halifax, Small Wooden Shoe is a (mostly) theatre 
company now based in Toronto. We believe theatre is a useful tool to think-through, feel-
out and change-up important social, historical, political and other everyday issues. 

Small Wooden Shoe engages with the world in a curious, critical manner while 
maintaining the need to perform – to step up and entertain. By being direct, honest and 
genial we hope to ease or transform the possible alienation between performers and 
audience while admitting difference. We do this to find ways to ease or transform the 
possible alienation of contemporary life while admitting and embracing, 
difference.Small Wooden Shoe seeks out partnership opportunities with other artists, 
creation companies, venues and presenters across disciplines and fields. We understand 
and encourage the inter-dependant nature of contemporary art practice. 

Believing that developing a sound artistic practice shouldn’t limit us to one performance 
style or genre, our work has included political agit-prop (Delayed Knee Jerk Reactions 
Series), hard-boiled live-to-air radio (The Mysterious Death of WB), Chekhov adaptations 
(The Orchard), multi-media solo shows (No Secrets) and durational task based 
performances (Mostly Just Doing the Saturday Crossword) and the conversational 
formalism we’ve become best known for (Perhaps in a Hundred Years and Dedicated to 
the Revolutions.) We have also convened Christmas concerts, on-line think tanks, public 
meetings, taught workshops, given keynote lectures and work on publications, all of 
which we consider to be part of the same larger project that is Small Wooden Shoe. 

Wanting a local, national and international conversation about the world and about 
performance, we believe that traveling and meeting are essential ways of extending the 
reach of the company and the work we do, while getting vital feedback and inspiration. 

In our workshops, meetings and events, Small Wooden Shoe uses current and effective 
facilitation, brainstorming and consultation practices, mixed with our own innovative 
and idiosyncratic performance style. We bring experience with conferences, 
unconferences, keynote presentations, debating workshops, online collaboration, and 10 
years of making theatre in which groups come together to make the world a more 
interesting and engaged place. 

We are bent on proving that good ideas are entertaining and that pleasure and thinking 
require each other. 

More information at: smallwoodenshoe.org 
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Assorted scraps
Jacob has helped groups focused on urban planning, leadership development, arts policy 
and transit issues. He has also been an invited panelist for the Canadian Public Arts 
Funders, Toronto Arts Council, the Literary Managers and Dramaturges of the Americas, 
Canadian Stage, Canadian Dance Assembly, Society for Dance History Scholars and the 
Toronto Fringe Festival among others. 

Jacob has been a featured speaker at Performance Creation Canada in Halifax, NS and 
Armstrong, BC and has presented at Simon Fraser University, University of Waterloo, 
Concordia University and at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. 

He writes online at Minor Expletives & Better Questions and has published with The 
Canadian Theatre Review and C Magazine. 

As a volunteer with the AIDS Committee of Toronto, he completed core skill and 
facilitation training, facilitating 10 week peer-led support groups for people living with 
HIV. 

Jacob has been a featured speaker at Performance Creation Canada in Halifax, NS and 
Armstrong, BC and has presented at Simon Fraser University, University of Waterloo, 
Concordia University and at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary. 

He writes online at Minor Expletives & Better Questions and has published with The 
Canadian Theatre Review and C Magazine.
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