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1. SHOW DESCRIPTION 

Dedicated to the Revolutions is a show about seven scientific revolutions that a grade eight 
teacher once said altered the course of humanity: Gutenberg, Copernican, Newtonian, 
Industrial, Darwinian, Nuclear and Information. 

Six performers, not in any way experts in science and not apologizing for that, attempt to 
understand and question our notions of progress and knowledge and share that with an 
audience using things they found around the house.  

With whiteboards, unrehearsed questions and answers, songs, and demonstrations, Small 
Wooden Shoe demonstrates the difficulty of demonstrating the effects of progress on our lives.  

Intimate, fun, vulnerable and smart, Small Wooden Shoe engages with the world in an honest, 
informal way while maintaining the need to step up and entertain. Absurd and delightful with a 
critical eye and a casual formalism, Small Wooden Shoe tries to help – and believes live 
performance might just be the best way.  

Some of the most remarkable of Toronto's new generation of theatre and dance artists 
collaborate with Artistic Director Jacob Zimmer and Artistic Producer Erika Hennebury. 
Conceived by Zimmer and directed in collaboration with Ame Henderson (Public Recordings) 
Dedicated to the Revolutions is created with Dora and Harold winning designer Trevor 
Schwellnus (Aluna) and performers Frank Cox-O’Connell (One Reed Theatre), Aimée Dawn 
Robinson (motherdrift), Chad Dembski (surprise performance), Erin Shields (Groundwater), 
Evan Webber (One Reed Theatre).  

Since 2006, Small Wooden Shoe has been developing Dedicated to the Revolutions by 
creating and presenting performances based on each of these revolutions in order to create a 
final piece that responds to a bigger picture of all of the revolutions and the very idea of 
revolutionary change.  

The work premiered in March 2009 on the mainstage at Buddies In Bad Times Theatre with 
assistance from One Yellow Rabbit's High Performance Rodeo and in association with Buddies 
In Bad Times Theatre. The first leg of Small Wooden Shoe's tour will take place in January 2010 
in Victoria at Intrepid Theatre, Calgary’s High Performance Rodeo and later in the spring to 
Rumble's Tremors Festival in Vancouver.  

smallwoodenshoe.org  
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2. COMPANY INFORMATION 

Artistic Director: Jacob Zimmer 
Artistic Producer: Erika Hennebury  

Associated Artists: Frank Cox-O’Connell, Chad Dembski, Brendan Healy, Ame Henderson, 
Aimée Dawn Robinson, Trevor Schwellnus, Erin Shields, Evan Webber  

 

We believe theatre is a useful process to think-through, feel-out and change-up 
important social, historical, political and other everyday issues.  

Founded in 2001 by Jacob Zimmer in Halifax, Small Wooden Shoe is a theatre company now 
based in Toronto.  

Small Wooden Shoe engages with the world around us in a curiously critical manner while 
maintaining the need to perform – to step up and to entertain. By being direct, honest and genial 
we hope to ease or transform the possible alienation between performers and audience. We do 
this in an attempt to find ways to ease or transform the possible alienation of contemporary 
living.  

Believing that developing a sound artistic practice shouldn’t limit us to one performance style or 
genre, we have made political agit-prop (Delayed Knee Jerk Reactions, 2001), hard-boiled live-
to-air radio (The Mysterious Death of WB, 2002), Chekhov adaptations (The Orchard, 2002), 
multi-media solo shows (No Secrets, 2003) and durational task based performances (Mostly 
Just Doing the Saturday Crossword). We have also created on-line think tanks, public meetings, 
teaching workshops, keynote lectures and publications, all of which we consider to be part of 
the same larger project that is Small Wooden Shoe.  

Small Wooden Shoe performances are created in collaboration, led by Jacob Zimmer. Jacob 
brings the conceptual framework and starting points to the collaborators and the show is the 
result of the responses to his propositions and his response to those responses. This creative 
feedback-loop expands the work beyond the possibilities of a single maker, with all participants 
having a personal investment in the work, while maintaining a distinct and rigorous artistic vision 
that identifies the work as a Small Wooden Shoe production.  

Wanting a local, national and international conversation about the world and about performance, 
we believe that touring, traveling and meeting are essential ways of extending the reach of the 
company and work we do while getting vital feedback and inspiration.  
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3. ARTIST LIST and BIOGRAPHIES  

Conceived by Jacob Zimmer  

Created with and co-directed by Jacob Zimmer and Ame Henderson  

Created with and performed by Frank Cox-O’Connell, Chad Dembski, Aimée Dawn 
Robinson, Erin Shields, Evan Webber and Jacob Zimmer  

Created with and Produced by Erika Hennebury  
Created with and Designed by Trevor Schwellnus  

JACOB ZIMMER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR/PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Jacob Zimmer is a dramaturge, director, writer and performer whose work has shown in 
Vancouver, Toronto, Halifax, Calgary, St John’s, Saint John and Montreal. Born in Cape Breton 
and growing up in Halifax, Jacob now lives in Toronto. Along with his work with Small Wooden 
Shoe, Jacob also works extensively in dance as the Resident Dramaturge and Animateur at 
Dancemakers and the Centre for Creation in Toronto and in an on-going dramaturgical 
collaboration with choreographer Ame Henderson/ Public Recordings as well as being a co-
director of HUB 14 (2005-9). Jacob’s writing has been published in Canadian Theatre Review 
(Issues 119, 126) and C Magazine. He has worked as a dramaturge for choreographers Valerie 
Calam and Sally Morgan and theatre makers Dustin Harvey and the One Reed Theatre 
Ensemble. Jacob was a member of the inaugural year of the Canadian Stage Company’s 
BASH: Artist Development Program and is currently a member of Theatre Passe Muraille’s 
Sounding Board. He has lead composition and performance workshops in Halifax, Toronto and 
St John’s. Jacob studied at Simon Fraser University’s School for the Contemporary Arts and in 
2004 he was a technical intern with The Wooster Group and studied Viewpoints, Suzuki and 
Composition with Anne Bogart and the SITI Company in New York. In 2007 he won the Ken 
McDougal Emerging Director Award.  

ERIKA HENNEBURY, ARTISTIC PRODUCER/COLLABORATOR  
Erika Hennebury is Associate Producer for Buddies In Bad Times Theatre, Rhubarb Festival 
Director (2006 - present) and Artistic Coordinator for Audience Relocation 2007. Erika is on the 
steering committee for Performance Creation Canada Toronto (April 2 – 5, 2009) and is a 
collaborator in the inter-disciplinary performance collective, The Notary Public, with Laura 
Nanni. Upcoming projects include: (WE) ARE HERE, a new performance collaboration with 
Dustin Harvey and Secret Theatre (Halifax, NS); producing and tour managing with dance artist 
Susanna Hood’s company hum and producing and tour managing Small Wooden Shoe’s 
Dedicated to the Revolutions. Erika was co-recipient of the K.M. Hunter Artist Award for 2000 
and is a proud recipient of a 2007 Harold Award. A graduate of Dalhousie University’s Theatre 
Department and a former member of the Irondale Ensemble Project (Halifax) and Les Vaches 
(Halifax/Toronto). From Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Erika has been creating and producing 
independent theatre in Toronto since 1997. Erika is on the Board of Directors for FADO 
Performance Art Centre and Public Recordings.  
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BIOGRAPHIES cont… 

FRANK COX-O'CONNELL, PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Previously with Small Wooden Shoe: Connect The Dots, I Keep Dropping Sh*t and It’s a Matter 
of Scale. Frank is a founding member of One Reed Theatre with whom he created and 
performed Nor The Cavaliers Who Come With Us, It’s Hard To Count to a Million and (Never 
Underestimate) The Power. Recent acting credits include The Drawer Boy (Theatre Passe 
Murialle as well as a British tour with Farnham Maltings, UK), Sanctuary Song (Tapestry New 
Opera for Luminato), Bach at Leipzig (Theatre Athena) and The Demonstration (Theatre Direct). 
As a musician, Frank plays drums and banjo with Boys Who Say No. He’s a graduate of the 
National Theatre School of Canada.  

CHAD DEMBSKI, PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Artistic Director of surPrise performance a contemporary performance company based out of 
Toronto. Their most recent show was Wet Dream (Rhubarb! 2009). Their first show was save 
us!! [Hamletown], it was presented in March 2008 as part of HATCH: emerging performance 
projects at the Harbourfront Centre. Nominated for a 2004 Dora Award for his performance in 
Bluemouth Inc.’s something about a river, a five and half hour site specific performance piece 
set in various locations in Toronto. The collectively created piece won the Best Production 
(Independent category) Dora award that same year. Chad is a dancer and co-creator in Public 
Recordings’ /Dance/Songs/ that was most recently presented at Rhubarb! 2009. It has been 
previously presented in Terni, Italy (es Terni), Halifax, St.John’s, Montreal and had its world 
premiere at the Theatre Centre in 2006. Chad has directed over twenty-five productions, 
including the Chalmers Award winning play stuck by David Rubinoff, Hamlet, remake, measure 
3.1 and Inertia [phase two] (The Oomph!! Group). Chad also writes original music, had a gallery 
showing in March of 2006 at Eddas gallery, is a stage manager and designer who has worked in 
Canada, the USA and UK.  

AME HENDERSON, CO-DIRECTOR/COLLABORATOR  
Ame Henderson is a dance artist originally from Vancouver Island and currently living in 
Toronto. With Small Wooden Shoe, she has helped create Dedicated to the Revolutions and 
Perhaps in a Hundred Years. With Public Recordings, she has initiated the works Blue* *Disco 
(2002), memories and statements (2004), Manual for Incidence (2005), The Instruction Project 
(2006) and /Dance/Songs/ (2006) which have been presented in The Netherlands, Croatia, Italy 
and across Canada. Most recently, Ame created It was a nice party, a new work commissioned 
by Dancemakers and Open Field Study (all together now), a durational, site-specific 
choreography for 50 performers was created for Nuit Blanche Toronto 2007. She has developed 
work in residence at Tanz Quartier Wien, Le Groupe Dance Lab, Studio 303 and Clash (2006-
2007), a choreographic research project directed by Lynda Gaudreau / Companie de Brune. 
Public Recordings is a company in residence at the Theatre Centre. Ame has been a guest 
director for Theatre Revolve and One Reed Theatre Ensemble and a guest choreographer for 
Crate Productions.  

AIMÉE DAWN ROBINSON, PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Aimée Dawn Robinson is an improvising dancer, musician, gardener, writer and visual artist. 
She has performed, studied and taught dance in Canada, the United States, Malaysia and 
Japan. With Barbara Lindenberg, Aimée co-founded Up Darling Contemporary Dance, and is 
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BIOGRAPHIES cont… 

the director of the multi-disciplinary performance series, A Month of Sundays. Aimée has 
performed with improvising musicians, songwriters and composers including Martin Arnold, 
Jennifer Castle, Eric Chenaux, Nick Fraser, Kurt Newman, The Reveries and Doug Tielli. While 
she has danced with, and for, choreographers such as Terrill Maguire, Viv Moore, Ame 
Henderson, Motaz Kabbani and Seika Boye, Aimée most often improvises solo as mother drift. 
She has been performing installments of her ongoing dance series, mother drift dances to the 
songs in her head, since 2003. Aimée holds her Master’s of Arts from the Department of Dance, 
York University. Her current research explores the radical political potentials of body, cultural 
and personal memory and forgetting in dance, specifically in experimental improvising, butoh 
and Canadian Aboriginal dance. Aimée has participated in butoh workshops with artists such as 
Yoshito Ohno, Yukio Waguri, Joan Laage and SU-EN. She spent the summer of 2008 in 
Hakushu (Japan) farming and studying dance with her hero, Min Tanaka.  

TREVOR SCHWELLNUS, PRODUCTION DESIGNER/COLLABORATOR  
Trevor Schwellnus designs sets, lighting, and video for theatre. He has recently worked with 
Aluna Theatre, Nightwood, Dancemakers, Modern Times, Unspun, Independent Auntie, Foreign 
Landscapes, Obsidian, Jumblies, fu-GEN, Cahoots, and mammalian diving reflex, among 
others, as well as choreographers Ame Henderson and Susie Burpee. His work has toured 
across Canada, to Colombia, and Italy. He has 2 Dora Awards for his work with Aluna.  
Blog: trevschwell.blogspot.com  

ERIN SHIELDS, PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Erin Shields is an actor and playwright who trained at Rose Bruford College of Speech and 
Drama in London, England. She is a founding member of Groundwater Productions through 
which she creates, develops and produces much of her work. Erin’s most recent play, If We 
Were Birds premiered at the Summerworks Festival in 2008 and received the highest 
distinction: award for Outstanding Production. If We Were Birds will be produced by the 
Tarragon Theatre in 2010. Other creations include Dance of the Red Skirts (Theatre Columbus), 
Fewer Emergencies (MITCH), The Unfortunate Misadventures of Masha Galinski (Dora 
Nominated, Uno Festival, FemFest, Groundswell, Groundwater), Goblin Market (Dora 
Nominated, Groundwater/Belltower), Ubu Roi (Groundwater) and Connect the Dots (Small 
Wooden Shoe/Buddies). Up next, Erin will perform/collaborate on Montparnasse.  

EVAN WEBBER, PERFORMER/COLLABORATOR  
Evan Webber is a writer and performer working in theatre, particularly in the meeting of text and 
collaborative performance creation. He was a founding member of One Reed Theatre Ensemble 
whose works, including Nor The Cavaliers Who Come With Us, and (never underestimate) The 
Power have been presented independently and at festivals in Toronto, Montreal, and New York. 
Evan has helped make collaborative performance works with Small Wooden Shoe, Public 
Recordings, and surPrise Performance, and he is a writer-in-residence at Crow’s Theatre. He 
just directed the first part of his Moon Mission project at the 2009 Rhubarb Festival, and his play 
Antigone: A Clean House For the Dead Season will be produced by the Soulpepper Theatre 
Company this fall. Evan has written about performance and live art for Alternatives Journal and 
Canadian Theatre Review. His writing can be found online at relativesafety.com.  
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4. PRESS CLIPPINGS – May 2009  

“Instead of offering a realistic overview of scientific progress, Dedicated to the Revolutions is the 
creative interpretation of how change occurs.” –  Walrus Blog 

"Charmingly insistent on the right of non-experts and artists to grapple with what science means 
for how we understand progress, the world around us, and how we understand ourselves." – 
Nora Young on CBC's Spark Blog  

“the point of the show isn’t so much to give the audience a useful lesson about Copernicus or 
Darwin, but to explore how normal people relate to science on a daily basis. Also, it’s very 
funny.” — Torontoist  

“[Dedicated to the Revolutions] isn’t amenable to the orthodox rules.” — The National Post  

“thought-provoking and aesthetically interesting, but most importantly, [...] a sense of fun.” — 
The Globe and Mail Preview  

“Dedicated To The Revolutions is the kind of fun show that’ll appeal to those who don’t usually 
go to the theatre. While it’s not a conventional, well-made play, it offers thoughtful, well-made 
entertainment.” — NOW Weekly Review  

“I’ve rarely seen productions as good-humoured, as teasingly intriguing, as these.” – NOW 
Weekly Preview  

“It’s an effort to think through paradigm shifts and how they affect our lives, an attempt to make 
the ghost of C.P. Snow just a little happier, and also a shot at having some serious-minded but 
light-hearted fun.” — Carl Wilson on Zoilus  

“Six of Toronto’s most exciting theatre artists mix live demonstration, ukulele singalongs and a 
Staples catalogue worth of whiteboards” — EYE Magazine Preview  

Interviews: 
“Art and science (and many other fields) share such basic values, and yet mostly they are 
separated.” — Jacob Zimmer on MaRS Blog  

“I think this work in particular is an attempt to get past some of my issues with the 
hard lines and to generate proposals and engagement instead of only critique and pulling apart.” 
— JZ in Time and Space  

 “It feels more like hosting a dinner party than performing” — Frank Cox-O’Connell in Torontoist  

“We’re talking back to the list, and asking questions, and thinking about how 
that story makes our lives what they are.” — Evan Webber on Theatre is Territory  
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